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The entire process of transforming pallet to bench took roughly one hour and 25 minutes. 

Painting the benches, however, takes more time, about five hours, depending on the detail 

of the decoration, Cooper said. 

He learned how to turn pallets into furniture at one of the Whippoorwill Festival’s 

workshops. When he put his first bench on North Limestone Street, people came up to 

thank him and were grateful, he said. 

For Cooper, using pallets to create the benches is just as much about providing people a 

safe place to sit as it is about sustainability. 

According to the National Wooden Pallet & Container Association, there are more than 

1.8 billion pallets in service in the United States each day. Many of these pallets end up 

being reused, but many go out of service, Cooper said. 

“We’re cutting down a lot of trees in Kentucky, and other states, to turn them into pallets 

once and then throw them away,” he said. “Let’s make useful things of pallets and stop 

throwing them away.” 

Cooper continues to make pallet benches and teach others the art. Most recently he taught 

a class at a sustainability event in Huntington, W.Va. 

As he continues his work, Cooper said, he hopes to see Lexington transform into an area 

more attuned to the needs of pedestrians. 

“And we have to provide people amenities to rest,” he said. 
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